Minutes for SWJRA League Meeting

September 28, 2008

Jack London Aquatic Center

1. Roll Call

a. In attendance: Berkeley High, Capital High, Deepwater, Humboldt, Jack London, Long Beach, Marin, Marina, Newport, NorCal, Oakland Strokes, Pacific Rowing Club, Palo Alto, River City, San Diego, Serra, St. Ignatius, Stanford, Xavier, ZLAC

b. Not in attendance: Los Gatos, Northbay, Stockton, Tempe, Tempe Town Lake, Utah Junior Crew,

2. Remarks by Robert Kidd, representative from USRowing

a. Change in the constitution of USRowing that will give executive director more control over committee agendas, something that will presumably help better focus USRowing on the needs of the rowing community.

b. October 16th Glenn Merry, USRowing executive director, will be in the Bay Area and plans to hold a “town hall” meeting to hear questions and concerns from members of the Bay Area rowing community.

c. February 14th there will be a meeting in Washington DC to bring together junior coaches from around the country.

3. Election of Stewards: Up for re-election – Beth Anderson, Monica Hilcu, Sandy Armstrong.

a. For Beth Anderson’s seat: Pacific Rowing Club nominates Adrienne McConnell of the Humboldt Rowing Association; NorCal nominates Beth Anderson of the Oakland Strokes. Both nominations are seconded.

b. For Sandy Armstrong’s seat: Marin nominates Sandy Armstrong. Nomination is seconded.

c. For Eric Weir’s seat: Oakland nominates Eric Weir. Nomination is seconded.

d. Result of vote: 

4. Report from the Aquatic Center: It’s all good! 
5. Report from Junior Women’s Committee (Sandy Armstrong): Discussion of new opportunities for kids who want to try out for the team.

a. There will be ID camps in Marin and somewhere in Southern California in February, dates TBD.

b. New coaching staff will be in place for the year.

6. Youth Committee report: 

a. This is the last year of Cincinnati’s contract to host the national championship regatta. USRowing will be accepting bids for future regattas. 

b. There is a proposal before the USRowing Youth Committee to add the women’s V2-

c. At 2008 regatta, Southwest won 6 out of possible 16 gold medals and 13 out of 42 total possible medals.

7. Southwest Development Camp:

a. Eric Weir ran a camp for Southwest kids, held back east for kids who were not quite at a USRowing camp level. The kids did well at the USRowing Club National Championship and had fun. 

b. Camp will probably be held somewhere on the west coast next year.

8. USRowing (Paul Wilkins): 

a. Paul will be out of the country for the year, but will continue to handle regatta entries, etc. His on-site duties will be performed by the NW USrowing rep.

9. Topics of discussion:

a. Petite Finals in the V8 and N8 – are they necessary? Do we want to keep them?

i. Discussion revolves around the trade-off between tiring out varsity athletes who may be involved in other races later in the regatta and the ability to rank teams 7-12 and give the middle tier kids a chance to race a second time.

ii. 22 in favor of eliminating the petite final for the V8s. 15 opposed to eliminating the petite final. Petite finals are eliminated for the V8. 
iii. 7 in favor of eliminating the petite final for the N8. 29 opposed to eliminating the petite final. Petite finals are sustained for the N8.
b. JV8 rowers in the V4 event. – Should we be able to put rowers from the JV8 into the V4? 

i. Proposal to allow any athlete to race the V4. It is understood that athletes who row in the V4 are not eligible to race in the JV4 and that the V4 is faster than the JV4.

ii. 16 in favor of amending the rule, 15 opposed, 8 abstentions. Motion passes. 

iii. Proposal to re-open discussion on this issue and re-vote. 

iv. 14 remain in favor, 12 opposed, 10 abstentions.

c. Addition of novice sculling events.

i. Adrienne McConnell proposes that the region add a sculling event for novices. 

ii. 35 in favor, 2 abstentions. The Stewards agree to look into the possibility of adding a N4x+ to the schedule.

d. Novice year classification

i. San Diego proposes that we open up the novice rower classification to cox’ns who wish to become rowers regardless of the number of years of cox’n experience. Motion is seconded.

ii. 21 in favor, 9 opposed, 7 abstain. Motion passes.

